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The Adequacy of General Rules of the Formation of Professional
Sport Contract in Jordanian Law
A Comparative Study
By:
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Dr. Munther Al-Fadel

Abstract

This study aims to identify adequacy of the general rules organizing contract of
professionalism in sports in the Jordanian Law plus develop a proposed project for
contract of professionalism in sports at sport organizations which are responsible for
guiding and managing competitive sports in Jordan whether at the level of sport
associations or clubs.

In the context of this study, the researcher tries to study the rules of professionalism
contract in the light of the general principles and rules of contracts, especially
contracts of employment since such contracts are insofar similar to professionalism
contracts concerning their legal nature. Thus, the researcher divides this study into
three themes; in the first one we take up shape and elements of professionalism in
sports and identify contract of professionalism in sports and its features that it is a
contract of employment with a fixed term. In the second theme, we determine the
elements forming rules of the law governing professionalism contract and study
conclusion of professionalism contract and its consequent results (rights and
obligations of its parties) and termination of such contract where due to causes
attributable to the player or the club; while in the third theme, we take up cases of
expiration of such contract whether normal or premature. Finally, the problems and
disputes arising out of contract of professionalism in sports in terms of the competent
body to resolve disputes arising out of professionalism contract, applicable law,

proving, or interpretation, etc.
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This paper ends with several results; the most important of which is that- due to the
complexity and ramification of sports phenomenon, diversity of bodies governing it,
and privacy of professionalism contract- the general rules of the civil law and labor
law are not sufficient to handle phenomenon of professionalism in sports and organize
contract of professionalism in sports due to privacy aspects found in such contract
which require designating a special law for such kinds of contracts. Furthermore, the
obligations of the player, which severely restrict the professional player and his/her
private life, are still legal obligations, contrary to norms showing their invalidity,
depending on the nature of the sport activity that vindicate imposing such obligations
which are considered requirements of professionalism contract. Moreover, the
considerations of professionalism and sport activity, on whole, have real impacts upon
discipline of commitment of the professional player, but, by no means, they don’t
make it as a commitment to achieve a result, rather it remains mere a commitment to
make efforts so that such considerations are elevated to meet care of a careful person
or even care of a very careful person. Furthermore, in any sport the player may be
exposed to some danger regardless of its extent among sports. Thus, it is necessary
that the standard be not to expose the player to a greater danger than the customary
dangers in the concerned sport. In addition, the sport association is administrative
authority aiming to organize the sport activity under its control; in this capacity, the
decision issued by it are subject to appeal before High Court of Justice except the
decisions passed by Judicial Committee of Association since it is subject to the legal
system of arbitration, and since the latter are not considered administrative decisions
under the accurate legal sense. Moreover, the judgmental revocation of the contract,
in case occurrence of a certain event or that either party is in a breach of its
obligations, does not apply to contracts of professionalism in sports since it is required
to provide the form as to its termination whether with respect to writing or attestation.
Considering the results of the study showing that there is no independent legal system
for professionalism in sports due to lack of legislation regarding the competitive
sports, the researcher recommends to develop legislation of professionalism, apply the
proposed project for this system, and establish a sport judiciary concerning the sport

disputes arising out of applying professionalism in sports.
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